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Italy-Austria longstanding relations 1/4
Bilateral Cultural Agreement of 1952 (Law 9 n. 844 of august 1954)

Why: to remove obstacles with the aim of building mobility + an 
element of peace and dialogue between two countries after
the Second World War.

Ø The Gruber-De Gasperi Agreement, within the Paris Treaty of 
Peace of 1946 à the two countries warranted “to find an 
agreement for the mutual recognition of the validity of certain
degrees and University diplomas”.

Ø Commitment further concretised in the Bilateral Cultural 
Agreement of 1952 à agree to reciprocally recognise academic
qualifications and titles and to establish a mixed commission of 
experts of both governments which meets periodically.

within a bigger picture à a concrete tool to build Europe.
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Italy-Austria longstanding relations 2/4
Bilateral Cultural Agreement of 1952 (Law 9 n. 844 of august 1954)

Key elements:
1) Full recognition of the qualifications, disciplines and final

marks.
2) Reciprocal and easy exchange of students and workers 

àhuge social impact on mobility and employability.
3) HEIs at the core, for the implementation mechanism.
4) Systemic approach: agreement among national Ministries 

(Foreign Affairs and Higher Education); ENIC-NARIC centres; 
Universities.

Impact à over 70 years of implementation.
Mutual academic cooperation over the years à work of the 
27th Joint Commission of Experts on Mutual Recognition of 
Academic Qualifications (December 2022).
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Exchange of Notes: first phase from
1955 to 1972; second phase from
1975 to 1986; third phase from 1982 to
2002; fourth phase from 2003 to the
present. Law No. 322 of 10 October
2000.
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Law n. 322 of 10 October 2000

https://www.normattiva.it/uri-res/N2Ls?urn:nir:stato:legge:2000;322


5

Ø From 1999 to 2022, the Student
Secretariat of the University of 
Bozen/Bolzano issued over 
10.000 recognition decrees.

Ø At the end of October 2022, the 
number amounted to 10.893 
decrees issued. 

Ø The decrees are divided between
the following study cycles:
pre-Bologna degrees (7890), 
bachelor’s degrees (1334), 
master's degrees (1669).
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website

'Italy-Austria Agreement on the 
Automatic Recognition of 
Qualifications. History, 
Implementation and Social 
Impact’ (to be published soon).

https://www.unibz.it/it/services/recognition-foreign-qualifications/special-procedure/
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Thank you!

www.cimea.it

@CIMEA_Naric
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